
 

Hannah Wickins 
operates her dog retreat 
on this philosophy: A 

tired dog is a happy dog.
After months of trying to 

get the drainage system right, 
the 20,000-square-foot Dog 
Activity World is open in the 
former Home Expo space in 
Boynton Beach. The center 
features upscale daycare, 
boarding, grooming, training 
and a photo studio.

“I tried to see the world 
through the eyes of a dog,” 
Wickins said. 

Her clients and their owners 
love it. 

Taz, a 7-year-old Lab mix, 
had a breakthrough day in mid-
September. Initially shy, Taz 
played with another dog that 
morning. And the center has 
the video to prove it.

His owner, Michael Jacobson 
of Ocean Ridge, was so grateful 
he bought a doggie ice cream 
for Taz.

Frank Guerrieri of Delray 
Beach heard about the center 
from his veterinarian. In 
September he started to 
bring his 3-year-old Jack 
Russell terrier, Penny, and 
his 4-month-old Australian 
shepherd, Tucker, for doggie 
day care. 

“The dogs are worn out 
when they leave,” Guerrieri said 
happily.

Mark Prendergast, owner 
of a chocolate Chesapeake Bay 
retriever named Rip, heard 
about the center from a friend 
who worked for a vet. The 
Lantana resident was pleased 
to see that the center is air-
conditioned.

“I couldn’t be happier,” said 
Prendergast, who drops 3-year-
old Rip off at 6:30 a.m. 

Aspiring to be a Disney 
World for dogs, Dog Activity 
World already has boarders. 
Staffers spend the nights to 
ensure someone is on-site 24/7.

The day care hours are 
roughly 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
weekdays, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturdays, and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sundays.

Dogs need up-to-date 
vaccines and are tested for 
their temperament. Instead of 
grouping them by big and small 
dogs, caretakers sort them by 
activity level and age. Portable 
4-foot-high fencing creates 
partitions.

Each dog receives a break-
away collar for when the play 
becomes rough. 

For more information, call 
340-3740 or visit www.dogaw.
com.

                            
 Pearlmark Real Estate 

Partners, a Chicago-based 
investment firm, has closed 
on a $44.65 million preferred 
equity investment to continue 
development of Atlantic 
Crossing, a mixed-use 
project in Delray Beach. The 

developer is the Edwards Cos., 
a Columbus, Ohio-based real 
estate firm. The funds will go 
toward completing the project, 
which is to include 82 luxury 
condos, 261 apartment units, 
83,000 square feet of office 
space and 73,000 square feet of 
retail along with 444 parking 
spaces on 9 acres at Atlantic 
Avenue and Federal Highway. 

 The investment was 
originated by Pearlmark and 
made on behalf of Pearlmark 
Mezzanine Realty Partners IV, 
L.P. and an institutional co-
investment partner. Previously, 
a $110 million construction 
loan was secured from Fifth 
Third Bank, Huntington Bank 
and Santander Bank. 

                            
 BRH Plaza, LLC bought 

residential and commercial 
units of King David Kosher 
Hotel Condominium & Spa, 
2901 N. Federal Highway, Boca 
Raton, for $11 million last 
month, according to public 
records. The registered agent of 
BRH Plaza is Miami investor 
Jack Avid. The sellers were 
Ancon Management Corp., 
Boca Raton Plaza Holdings 
Corp., Ancon Transportation 
Corp., Plaza Beverage Corp., 
and Boca Raton Plaza 
Management Corp. 

                            
 Gold Standard of Care of 

Greater Palm Beach County 
sold a 70-unit senior housing 
facility, Colonial Assisted 
Living, at 6026 Old Congress 
Road, Lake Worth Beach, for 
$6.155 million in late August. 
The company, led by Michael 
Verbitsky, had purchased 
the property in 2014 for $3.9 
million. Records show that 
the buyer, COPB Estate LLC, 
secured a loan from Bank 
Leumi for $6 million. 

                            
Manalapan broker Jeffrey 

Ray reported hot summer sales 
in real estate, 
closing a cool 
$45 million 
June through 
September. 
The highlight, 
recorded Sept. 
23, was a 2-acre, 

ocean-to-Intracoastal estate 
owned by David and Margaret 
Lumia at 1340 S. Ocean 
Blvd., Manalapan, which sold 
for $27 million to Villa Del 
Balbianello, a Florida LLC led 
by Eric Thompson of Towson, 
Maryland. In 2008, the Lumias 
bought the property for $10.25 
million.

The spa-like luxury 
compound includes 
a 24,054-square-foot 
Mediterranean-style main 
estate and a four-bedroom 
tennis pavilion with 5,306 
square feet. Amenities include 
a large dock, tennis courts, a 
30-by-50-foot infinity-edge 
seaside pool, a rock waterfall, 

and a loggia with a fire pit.  
 Ray represented the Lumias, 
and Whitney McGurk and 
Liza Pulitzer of Brown Harris 
Stevens represented the buyer.

Two more September 
closings involved the Lumias.  
Recorded on Sept. 24, David 
Lumia paid $4,932,500 for 
a waterfront home at 501 S. 
Atlantic Drive on Hypoluxo 
Island, buying it from the 
Octavia Neptune Revocable 
Trust. Ray represented David 
Lumia, and the listing agents 
were Jack Elkins and Bunny 
Hiatt of William Raveis South 
Florida. 

And recorded on Sept. 10, 
Margaret Lumia, represented 
by Ray, bought a six-bedroom 
house at 1003 Rhodes Villa Ave. 
on the Intracoastal Waterway 
in Delray Beach for $5,617,500. 
The seller was Michael Walsh, 
who was represented by Nick 
Malinosky and Randy Ely of 
Douglas Elliman Real Estate.

Starting off Ray’s summer 
closings, a 3,376-square-
foot, completely renovated 
condominium in Villa Nova, 
3505 S. Ocean Blvd., 10-
N, Highland Beach, closed 
June 28 for $1.6 million. Ray 
represented the buyer, John 
Gvodas Jr. Scot Karp, an agent 
with Premier Estate Properties, 
represented the sellers, Raj and 
Maureen Marken. Both agents 
said this represented a record-
breaking sale for the boutique, 
24-unit oceanfront complex.

                            
 Developer Robert Fessler 

sold a waterfront estate at 3777 
N. Ocean Blvd., Gulf Stream, 
to Maryland car dealer Jack 
Antwerpen and his wife, 
Dolores, for $18.5 million on 
Sept. 9.

 Fessler paid $7.6 million 
for the house in 2017 and then 
renovated it with Palm Beach 
builder Fair Dinkum and 
Smith and Moore architects. 
Antwerpen owns Antwerpen 
Auto Group, a group of 13 
dealerships in Maryland, 
according to its website. The 
couple financed the Gulf 
Stream deal with a $13,875,000 
loan from Toyota Financial 
Consumer Solutions. 

 Candace Friis of the 
Corcoran Group and Helene 
Jefferson of Treasure Coast 
Sotheby’s International Realty 
were the listing agents. Christy 
Larrimore of Engel & Völkers 
Delray Beach represented the 
buyers.

                            
 Executives Curtis Watkins, 

Jennifer Wynne, Joseph 
Marzilli and Stanley Clark — 
tied to two West Palm Beach-
based trucking companies, 
CGW Transportation and 
Goodrich LLC — bought the 
12,774-square-foot waterfront 
estate at 300 E. Key Palm Road 
in the Royal Palm Yacht & 
Country Club, Boca Raton, for 
$12,105,000 on Aug. 30. 

Previous owners Doris and 

Neil Gillman bought the home 
in 2017 for $12.4 million. 

 David Roberts, with Royal 
Palm Properties, represented 
the seller. Jonathan Postma, 
with Coldwell Banker, 
represented the buyer.

                            
 Another waterfront property 

listed by David Roberts, at 
324 E. Coconut Palm Road in 
the Royal Palm club, sold for 
$6,175,000 on Sept. 16. The 
sellers were Gary and Videl 
Rack, and the new owners 
are Michael and Michelle 
Hagerty. Gary Rack, who owns 
Racks Fishhouse & Oyster 
Bar in Delray Beach, bought 
the property in 1998 for $1.45 
million. Michelle Hagerty’s 
family owned White Rock 
Distilleries. Earlier this year, 
she and her husband purchased 
an adjacent home at 312 E. 
Coconut Palm Road for $12.5 
million. The Hagertys were 
represented by J.P. DiMisa 
with Douglas Elliman of Boca 
Raton.

                            
 Atlantis resident Amy 

Snook has won election as 
the Women’s 
Council of 
Realtors 
president-elect 
for Florida for 
2020. Snook 
is a partner 
in the All 

About Florida Homes team 
of Lang Realty, along with 

Ray

The COASTAL STAR22  Business Spotlight October 2019

Business Spotlight
New play space

in Boynton Beach aims
to be dogs’ best friend

ABOVE: Hannah Wickins, 
CEO and founder, gets 
kisses from her dog Chase, 
4½, who is listed as the 
playground administrator 
on Dog Activity World’s 
website.

LEFT: Carissa Muth gets a  
tail wagging from Scooby 
Jack, 1½, with some sweet 
words while he plays at 
Dog Activity World, a day 
care and boarding facility. 

Photos by Rachel O’Hara/
The Coastal Star

Snook


